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17.5 APPLICATION FOR FUNDING UNDER THE HOUSING AUSTRALIA FUTURE FUND
FACILITY AND NATIONAL HOUSING ACCORD FACILITY

File Number: 24/01/2024

Author: Manager Facilities and Parks
Authoriser: Chief Executive Officer
PRECIS

Application for funding under the Housing Australia Future Fund Facility (HAFFF) and National
Housing Accord Facility (NHAF). The application period for funding round one is 15 January 2024
until 22 March 2024.

SUMMARY

That Council apply for funding under the Housing Australia Future Fund Facility and National
Housing Accord Facility to construct social and/or affordable housing projects.

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION

That South Burnett Regional Council endorse the application for funding under the Housing Australia
Future Fund Facility and National Housing Accord Facility to construct social and/or affordable
housing projects.

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

There is a need for social and affordable housing in the region, which has been highlighted and
identified in the Local Housing Action Plan.

LINK TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN

EC12 Develop and implement a plan that makes our regions towns “communities of choice” for
people living with disability.

GR3 Work with key stakeholders to create a pipeline of priority shovel ready projects that aim to
improve the quality of life experienced by all residents, invest in strategic infrastructure and create a
prosperous future for all.

ORG6 Implement consultative, responsible and sound project management practices.
IN10 Investigate options for leasing opportunities to not for profit groups and organisations.

OPL/01 Support community development and wellbeing through delivery of Council’'s Community
Grants programme.

OPL/09 Advocate for and pursue opportunities for mental health and suicide prevention initiatives
and projects that support community well-being.

OPL/20 Investigate partnerships between Council and service providers facilitating assistance for
homeless persons.

OPL/23 Create a pipeline of ‘shovel ready’ projects that support asset management principles and
liveability outcomes for the community.

COMMUNICATION/CONSULTATION (INTERNAL/EXTERNAL)

Consultation has been held within internal sections of Council. Further consultation will occur with
community housing providers in the South Burnett region.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS (STATUTORY BASIS, LEGAL RISKS)

N/A
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POLICY/LOCAL LAW DELEGATION IMPLICATIONS
N/A

ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS

Council to retain ownership and develop projects in accordance with the funding parameters.

REPORT

The Housing Australia Future Fund (HAFF) and the National Housing Accord are Federal
Government initiatives to improve housing outcomes for Australians and will collectively support the
delivery of 20,000 new social and 20,000 new affordable homes across Australia over five years.

The HAFF has been established to create a secure, ongoing pipeline of funding for social and
affordable rental housing including housing to support acute housing need. The HAFF will be used
to support the delivery of 20,000 social homes and 10,000 affordable homes under the Housing
Australia Future Fund Facility (HAFFF). The HAFFF is the mechanism to support the delivery of
these 30,000 homes.

The National Housing Accord (2022) brings together all levels of government, investors and the
residential development, building and construction sectors to unlock quality, affordable housing
supply over the medium term. The Accord includes a target to support the delivery of 20,000
affordable homes, with the Commonwealth supporting the delivery of 10,000 affordable homes and
States and Territories supporting the delivery of the other 10,000 homes.

The National Housing Accord Facility (NHAF) is the instrument through which Housing Australia will
support via financing the Federal Government’s commitment to deliver the 10,000 affordable homes.
The HAFFF and NHAF programs are delivered by Housing Australia. Housing Australia (formerly
the National Housing Finance and Investment Corporation) was established through the Housing
Australia Act 2018 to improve housing outcomes.

To be eligible for funding, housing projects must deliver social and/or affordable housing. Projects
can include the construction or purchase of new homes, the renovation of existing residential
dwellings that were otherwise uninhabitable, or the conversion of non-residential properties to
residential dwellings. To be eligible in Funding Round One, projects must:

* have commenced construction,
» have completed construction, or

* have demonstrated that they will be ready to commence construction within 18 months after
Contract Close.

All projects must reach the operational stage by no later than five years after Contract Close.
The following entities are eligible to apply for funding:

a. Registered charities, where they are either registered community housing providers (CHPs); or
have a primary purpose of providing housing to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people or to
Australian Defence Force members or former members (veterans),

b. State and Territory Governments and Local Governments,

c. Special purpose vehicles (SPVs) with one of the other eligible entities (above) as a member.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Fact Sheet for Local Government
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18 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Nil
19 INFORMATION SECTION

Nil
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20 CONFIDENTIAL SECTION

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in
accordance with Section 254J of the Local Government Regulation 2012:

20.1 Blackbutt Water Tower — Telecommunications Tower Lease

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 254J - g of the Local Government
Regulation, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with negotiations relating to a commercial matter
involving the local government for which a public discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests
of the local government.

20.2 Request to Accept Tenders for the Design and Construction of Weighbridges in
Waste Facilities

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 254J - ¢ and g of the Local Government
Regulation, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with the local government’s budget and
negotiations relating to a commercial matter involving the local government for which a public
discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests of the local government.

21 CLOSURE OF MEETING
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